
Vocabulary for the Sunken Forest  
 
Barrier Island: an island off the mainland, which protects the mainland shore from ocean 
 storms. 
Bay: a sheltered body of water partially surrounded by land. Ocean bays are a mix of fresh and 
 saltwater and are calmer than the ocean. 
Blowout: a place where a primary dune has lost its plants due to disturbance, where storms 
 winds blow sand away and destroy the dune. 
Breach: when a thin piece of land is broken apart by ocean water, usually in a storm. 
Bog: a fresh water wetland. 
Canopy: the upper layer of tree branches that form the “roof” covering of a forest. 
Currents: a large body of water moving in the same direction. 
Ecosystem:  a community of plants and animals which are adapted to live in specific 
 environmental conditions. 
Estuary: the lower course of a river in which the river’s current meets the sea tide. 
Freshwater bog: a wet area, often in a forest, which has fresh water coming up from 
 underground or collecting from precipitation, characterized by spongy soil (peat). 
Inlet:  area where the ocean connects to the bay, often created by storms breaking through 
 the land. 
Intertidal zone: the area between land and sea, often an ocean beach or salt marsh. It is 
 between high tides and low tides with a constant movement of water. 
Invasive species:  an introduced plant or animal that grows quickly and competes for the 
 habitat of local species and usually crowds them out. 
Maritime forest: a forest growing on a seacoast or an ocean island, whose trees are adapted 
 to high winds, salt spray, and other oceanic influences. 
Marsh: a low wetland area that is periodically flooded and characterized by grasses. 
Primary dune- a pile of sand and living plants that is formed by beach grass and wind and that 
 protects the island from wind and storms. 
Salt spray pruning: the natural shaping of tree tops into a wide, flat canopy by salt spray 
 blowing across the tops of the primary dunes. 
Secondary dune: a dune formed inland, away from the beach. 
Succession: a natural process by which one ecosystem is replaced with another over time, 
 such as a thicket becoming a forest. 
Surf zone: place where the ocean waves meet the beach. 
Swale: any ground that is lower than the land surrounding it (usually this is a moist area). 
Thicket: dense growth of bushes or trees. 
Tide: alternate rising and falling of ocean surface twice a day caused by the gravitational pulls 
 of the sun and moon occurring unequally on different parts of the earth. 
Understory: shrubs, saplings, and vines that grow on the forest floor beneath taller trees. 
Wrack line: debris such as driftwood and dead marine plants and animals deposited at the 
 high tideline. 

 


